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Taro Hornworm/Taro Hawkmoth ( Hippotion celerio L.)

Agnes Vargo, Instructor of Entomology, American Samoa Community College

dult female taro hor
worms  Hippotion

celerio L.) (Lepidoptera:

Sphingidae) lay eggs singl

on taro leaves. When the e(

hatches, a small green catg

pillar emerges which has

distinctive reddish horn on it

posterior end. The caterpi

lar eats large holes in the lea

usually starting at the oute

edge of the leaf. Older larva 3 : i

grow to 80 millimeters long Caterpillar stage . . © Adult stage

(about as long as a man’s fin-

ger) and are green with a white stripe along eadarvae.

side. They have a spot which resembles an eye ofif the use of chemicals is required or if additional

each side of the anterior end and have a horn on théormation is desired, consult an Extension Agent

posterior end. When fully grown, they leave theat your local land grant institution. On Guam, you

plant and pupate in the soil. Their life cycle takemay also consult the Guam Fruit and Vegetable Pes-

about a month to complete. ticide Guide for current recommendations and
The caterpillars feed on a variety of plants in thpermissible uses.

taro family. These includéolocasiataro,Alocasia

taro and also various ornamental plants such as

CaladiumandAmorphophallus Young taro plants

may be killed, although the older plants usually onlyFor Further nformation: ZADAP
lose a leaf or two. American Samoa Community College (684) 699-1575 - fax (684) 699-5011

College of Micronesia (691) 320-2462 - fax (691) 320-2726
College of Micronesia (FSM) (691) 320-2480 - fax (691) 320-2479
Control College of the Marshall Islands (692) 625-3236 - fax (692) 625-4699
K . . . Palau Community College (680) 488-2746 - fax (680) 488-3307
Surveying fields weekly and handpicking caterpil-Northern Marianas College (670) 234-9023 - fax (670) 234-0054

: . niversity of Guam (671) 735-2002 - fax (671) 734-5600
lars is usually an effective means of control. Sever:{tjm\,ersity of Hawaii (808) 956.8140 - fax (808) 956-6967

paraS|tes and predators attack these insects. In thj%ded by the United States Department of Agriculture Cooperative State

Marianas, most eggs are killed by the parasiteesearch, Education and Extension Service Grant 99-38826-7854
. : . . e ADAP Home Office - College of Tropical Agriculture and Human Resources
T”Chogramma chilonis Elsewhere in the Pa0|f|c, 3050 Maile Way, Gilmore Hall 213, University of Hawaii at Manoa

i i i i . Honolulu, HI 96822 USA www.adap.hawaii.edu/adap - adap@hawaii.edu
paraglt'es such 8:8 a ;pe0|e§’qlexorlsta(D|ptera. The Pacific Land Grants and the U.S.D.A. are Equal Opportunity/
Tachinidae), which is found in the Solomons, at-Affirmative Action Institutions

i lishing and conversion into digital format made possible by funding from
taCk the Iarval Stage' Predaceous Shlel_d bUgS aﬁ A Western SARE PEOPLE Project, Utah State Subcontract #C019211,
toads have also been observed feeding on thject #ewgso11.
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